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Xaver Naudascher
Walther Rathenau once said: “Berlin is the parvenu amongst capitals

and the capital of parvenus!”



In the 1920s, Berlin was one of the cultural centers of Europe—and as

a result, also attracted people trying desperately to be something they

were not. Not much has changed it seems. Many people here are very

“creative” or very “important,” and they really need to show it.



I am usually too busy loving and living my city to indulge in that kind of

behavior. I’d like to show you a side of Berlin where trendiness and

glamor are secondary but true style and sense of timeless values

prevail.



Stadtbad Neukölln
Roman baths

Re-opened on the first day of 2009, this Neo-classical public bath in the heart

of working-class Neukölln was considered one of Europe's most beautiful

baths when it was built in 1914. Upon entering the building, one may be

skeptical given the bland concrete facade. But wait! Just through the doors are

grand Corinthian columns, mosaics, gargoyles, fountains and so much

more—including screaming children.



Serious swimmers be warned: this is not a lap pool. The complex includes a

large and small pool, a thermal bath, a sauna, massages are offered and

many more amenities. Also, the pools are heated to a lovely 28 degrees

Celsius. For the ladies, Monday is women's day for the sauna, so take the

afternoon off and relax.

Wellness | Neukölln
For Opening Hours, See Website

Stadtbad Neukölln
Ganghoferstraße 3, 12043 Berlin
T: +493068249812
W.

www.berlinerbaederbetriebe.de/...

Transport:
[U7] at Karl-Marx-Straße
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“A vague taste of how Roman thermal baths must

have been. Steam bath, sauna and a stunning

swimming pool.”
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Le Cochon Bourgeois
The posh pig

Le Cochon Bourgeois is how you want your French restaurant: slightly

romantic, but not cheesy; high-end ingredients, but not pretentious; inventive,

but true to its roots.



Indulge in a dozen fresh oysters from Il de Rey or try the grilled wild salmon

on a bed of potato-ramp ragout. While dining on one of the three, four, or

five-course prixe fixe meals for under 60 Euros, you may be surrounded by a

few too many suits with waistlines revealing a habit for degustation, but ignore

their heavy breathing and focus on the savory dishes and the delightfully

attentive service instead. Each dinner service is accompanied by a live pianist,

while executive chef Benjamin Stoeckel might make his rounds around Le

Couchon Bourgeois' snug dining area and greet his way into well-deserved

personal praise.

Food | Kreuzberg
Tue Sat, From 18:00

Le Cochon Bourgeois
Fichtestraße 24, 10967 Berlin
T: +49306930101
W. www.lecochon.de/...

Transport:
[U7] at Südstern
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“Proper French cuisine in the middle of Kreuzberg

61. Worth every penny.”
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Plänterwald
Urban forest

The Plänterwald forest lies slightly outside the city, on the south-east side of

Treptower park. Tap into your inner Rilke with a long walk on the "Poetensteig"

(poet's path) towards the "Eierhäuschen" (egg house), which originally housed

the park's overseer who would sell fresh eggs to the boats that would float by

on the Spree.



Or just bring a mini-grill and some bratwurst and enjoy the sun. Either way, it's

bound to be relaxing.

Thrills | Treptow

Plänterwald

Transport:
[S85] [S9] [S8] at Plänterwald;

[S45] [S46] [S9] [S8][S47] [S85]

at Baumschulenweg
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“Beautiful forest located behind Treptower Park.

The experience of walking through this forest until

you hit the banks of the river Spree makes you

forget that you are just a stones throw away from a

city with over four million people. Quite magical.

The abandoned amusement park from GDR times

that rots in the middle of it adds an interesting

historic component to this hike.”
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Coffein Bar 
More than just caffeine...

This tiny cubby hole in the middle of a bustling shopping district is the perfect

place for a quick afternoon pick-me-up. Great espresso and fresh focaccia

sandwiches. When your legs are starting to give after a day of shopping in

Mitte, stop by for friendly service, homemade cakes and a steaming cup of

coffee to recharge your batteries so that you can, well, go back to spending

more money.

Food | Mitte
Mon Fri, 9:30 19:00; Sat, 11:00 19:00

Coffein Bar 
Neue Schönhauser Straße 15,

10178 Berlin
T: +493067128530

Transport:
[U8] at Weinmeisterstrasse;

[S75][S9][S7][S5] at Hackescher

Markt
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“The first thing I always do upon entering is to look

left at the hanging chalkboard, where owner

Bardolf writes a different quote from classic

German literature daily. Sometimes he picks a

cheeky Berlin-dialect maxim. Very entertaining. And

the coffee frappé and focaccia are fantastic too.”
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Kitti
Side street secret



this is closed





Kitti is the kind of place where you wish you were friends with the owner and

could hang out there everyday. While you might not know the owner yet, upon

your first entry into Kitti's lime-green premises makes you feel as if your

friendship is already in the making.



This precious little cafe tucked away from busy Hackescher Markt serves

delectable treats: fresh crepes and waffles, house-made cakes and cookies,

ice cream and other goodies. The chilled out vibe here can make for slightly

slow service, but you won't want to rush out of this fanciful eatery

anyway—stay and make friends.

Food | Mitte
Daily, 10:00 19:00

Kitti
Steinstrasse 2, 10119 Berlin
T: +493097005222
E. welcome@kitti-berlin.de
W. www.kitti-berlin.de/...

Transport:
[U8] at Weinmeisterstrasse
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“I recommend the crepe with ham, cheese and egg.

It’s the closest you can get to a ‘gallette complete’

in Berlin. Their homemade ice cream is delicious

too and the lovely owner Kitti is quite the opposite

of what we refer to as the unfriendly ‘Berliner

Schnauze’. A good way to start the day.”
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Regierungsviertel
Make it work

The Regierungsviertel, also known as the "government quarter" or "ribbon of

government", is the cluster of buildings stretched one kilometer along the

Spree and houses the majority of the German federal government offices.

This sort of modern corporate office park includes the Reichstag, the Paul

Löbe Building and the Bundestag—all of which ensure the functionality of the

Parliament—many embassies, the Federal Chancellery and much more.



While some of the buildings are quite the eyesore, it is an interesting take on

how to blend historic, turn of the century/early 20th-century architecture with

sleek, modern German aesthetics.

Culture | Tiergarten

Regierungsviertel
Willy-Brandt-Straße 1, 10557

Berlin

Transport:
[S7] [S9] [S5] [S75] at

Hauptbahnhof; [S2] [S1] [S25] at

Unter den Linden
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“A lot went wrong in terms of architecture when

Berlin was finally re-united and re-built after ‘89.

This one they got right. It’s modern, impressive and

here to stay. Walking around the government area

with my dog Vumbi always has a very eye-opening

and relaxing effect on me. He has no concept of

power as he seems to have no problem releasing

himself in front of Mrs. Merkel’s office. Dutiful

citizen that I am, I collect it under the eyes of

indignant tourists.”
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Tiergarten
Berlin's biggest park

The Tiergarten ("animal garden") is for Berlin what Central Park is for New

York, both a large park in the center of Berlin and a locality within the borough

of Mitte. Before the German reunification in 1989, the area belonged to West

Berlin. Up until the 2001 Berlin administrative reform, Tiergart was the name

of a borough, consisting of the current locality of Tiergarten (formerly called

Tiergarten-Süd) plus Hansaviertel and Moabit.



The Tiergarten's proximity to historic German landmarks—numerous

embassies, the Reichstag and the iconic Siegessaule statue—right around the

corner, make the park the perfect place to rest and relax. For those interested

in a bit more activity, paddle boats are available for a ride along the Spree and

a large beergarden is nearly always full.

Thrills | Tiergarten

Tiergarten
Straße des 17. Juni, 10785 Berlin

Transport:
[S] at Tiergarten; [S] at Bellevue
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“Probably the nicest park in the world situated in

the center of a city. I challenge Central Park

anytime. Every time I go I discover a new corner

that I hadn’t noticed before. Best is to go early in

the morning when the sprinklers are on. Rainbows a

go-go.”
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Cafe Einstein Stammhaus
Classic coffeehouse

Everything else but an insider's tip, Cafe Einstein is a Berlin institution par

excellence.



An elegant Viennese coffeehouse in a 1920's villa, the waiters and waitresses

serve classic Wiener schnitzel and house made cakes in black and white

uniforms. Einstein's visitors are the Berlin cultural who's who. While this was

particularly true during West Berlin's heyday, the institution opened a second

location on Unter den Linden in order to better serve members of Parliament

and tourists in need of a mid-afternoon pick-me-up.



Additionally, during the warmer months, Einstein is home to a lovely garden

where patrons can read the newspaper while enjoying classic warm apfel

strüdel.

Food | Charlottenburg
Daily, 9:00 1:00

Cafe Einstein Stammhaus
Kurfürstenstrasse 58 , 10785

Berlin
T: +493026391918
E. contact@cafeeinstein.com
W. www.cafeeinstein.com

Transport:
[U1][U2][U3][U4] at

Nollendorfplatz; [U1] at

Kurfürstenstrasse
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“All you really need to know in German is: Ich

hätte gerne das Wiener Schnitzel mit Gurkensalat.

Pure class. Even my Neapolitan friends that live

and breath quality food were impressed. It’s hands

down my favorite restaurant/cafe in town.”
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Rotation Boutique
Vinyl paradise

A haven for local DJs and lovers of vinyl, Rotation Records has been the place

to go for rare black gold finds and the friendliest service around town.



Now, shifting the strategy towards a broader product range and providing a

platform to promote young creatives, the record store has evolved to become

Rotation Boutique. Bringing together the worlds of music, fashion, culture and

art, the store provides an inspiring environment for any visitor.



Expect to find regular changing art exhibitions, workshops, clothing from the

likes of Airbag, Fairliebt., Ghostly, Human Empire, JR Sewing, Kantasou,

Keregan, Rockwell feat. Parra, Thokk Thokk and of course, awesome records.

Shop | Mitte
Mon Sat, 12:00 19:00

Rotation Boutique
Weinbergsweg 3, 10119 Berlin
T: +493025329116
E. info@rotation-records.de
W.

rotationboutique.wordpress.com/...

Transport:
[U8] at Rosenthaler Platz
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“The only record shop I know where the owners

treat everybody the same, no matter if you are a

Spanish techno-tourist, a regular customer or a

superstar DJ. Always friendly and helpful. Take

note: good selection of new and old dance floor

weapons.”
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